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THE VOICE OF THE 49TH INDIANA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY COMPANY F 

VOLUME 45  |  ISSUE 4 

The mission of the 49th Indiana, Company F is 

to preserve Indiana’s Civil War heritage and 

to educate the public, as living historians, 

about the vital role the events of the civil war 

played in directing the course of our nation. 

 

The 49th Indiana, Company F is Indiana’s 

oldest and largest nonprofit organization 

devoted to portraying life during the 

American Civil War. Since 1974, we have 

represented Indiana’s civil war heritage in 

movies and documentaries, for newspapers 

and TV, and at schools, museums and 

reenactments across the US. For more 

information, please contact Greg Swank at 

765-404-1603 or visit our website at http://

www.49thindiana.com.  The Rank & File is the 

membership magazine of the 49th Indiana 

Company F.   

49TH INDIANA COMPANY F 
 

Rob Van, Captain 

T: 317.557.2244  

E: ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

 

Greg Swank, Recruiter 

T: 765.404.1603  

E: GREG.SWANK@GMAIL.COM 

 

Ivan G. Vargas, Editor 

T: 317.997.0864 

E: IVARGAS21@HOTMAIL.COM 

A founding member of the “Army of the Wabash” 

 

A founding member of the “Cumberland Guard” 

Rank & File 

FIELD STAFF FOR THE 2017 SEASON  

CAPTAIN 

 ROB VAN 

 
1ST SERGEANT 

 IAN FULFORD 

 
2ND SERGEANT 

 ROBBIE VAN 

 
CORPORALS (2 STRIPE WEARING, 1 BREVET) 

 ANTHONY WYROBEK 

 LOGAN BANKS 

 COWBOY BOB 

http://www.49thindiana.com
http://www.49thindiana.com
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M embership dues 

are due at the 

beginning of every 

year. If you write a 

check, please 

make it payable to “Robert Van”, NOT 

“49th Indiana” 

 

$15 : Membership with eNewsletter  

$20 : Family Membership with eNews-

letter  

 

Send payment (check preferred) to : 

49th Indiana 

C/o Rob Van 

6085 Walnut Court 

Brownsburg, IN 46112 

 

Questions? The Captain can be 

reached at: 

 ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

 317.557.2244 (m) 

COMPANY DUES  

Find us on the Internet 
 

49THINDIANA.COM 
THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE 49TH INDIANA CO. F 

YOU CAN ALSO F IND US AT :  

FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/49THINDIANA  

PAY YOUR DUES VIA PAYPAL   

SUBMIT TO ROBERT_R_VAN@YAHOO.COM 

    

@49THINDIANA  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/49thIndiana/


A  couple events to cover in this sub-

mission, so buckle up. 

 

First, thanks to everyone who 

came to Spring Mill.  The weather 

was great.  We had a bit of a lackluster show-

ing from the AOW, but none the less it was a 

good event.  The Saturday battle had the artil-

lery and the cavalry dying very bravely, so hats 

off to Joe Snell and Rob Brack and their respec-

tive crews.  We were severely corrected by 

Dennis about the age of Adam West (for some 

reason this was very important to him), when 

we made our now traditional trip to Chicago’s 

Pizza.  Some solid euchre was played under the 

Captain’s fly, and we were simply amazed that 

Dennis made it through an event and was not 

injured. 

 

From Spring Mill we then 

went to Hesston.  We had 

some fantastic cool weather 

for Hesston.  I arrived Friday 

evening and I’ll have you 

know I didn’t even set up a 

tent.  This hardcore stuff is 

easy.  Thanks to the Curtis’ 

for helping us with having 

their crew out on Saturday, 

as well as some folks from 

the 11th Indiana decided to 

join us, which we appreciat-

ed.  You may have heard 

something about a newspa-

per with an article question-

ing my defensive tactics of 

Hesston Junction.  Look, I 

am going to make Hesston 

great again.  Look, I have a 

secret plan to fight the Re-

bels.  Don’t listen to the 

FAKE news.  It’s sad.  Very sad.  Look, the Rebel 

are dangerous.  People have told me they are 

dangerous.  Smart people.  But my plan is a 

great plan.  It’s a terrific plan.  From this day for-

ward, it is going to be the Union first.  You know 

who is throwing false news around?  Crooked 

Ivan.  Was he fighting with us?  No.  What a los-

er.  Ivan’s article was a total disaster.  Lock ‘em 

up. 

Next, for the Carmel 4th of July Parade:  We are 

unit #39 and are forming in the same area we 

normally do.  Please be ‘on scene’ no later than 

10a.  Please bring plenty of rounds.  That same 

day we have a very small and quick appear-

ance at the Speedway Legion (they are also 

donating $100 to us for appearing, so we could 

really use a few guys.  Basically we are just do-

ing some firings and some small drill) 

 

There will be no July social 

at the Claddagh, and we’ll 

make an announcement 

on August when we get 

closer to the date. 

 

Travel safe, see you soon. 

 

Captain Van 

A LETTER FROM THE CAPTAIN 

MESSAGE FROM HEADQUARTERS 
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49th Indiana Company F. Webpage:  

 http://www.49thindiana.com 

 

49th Indiana Company F. Facebook page:  

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/49thIndiana  

WEB LINKS OF INTEREST 

Other Interesting Sites :   

http://www.zipcon.net/~silas/links.htm#N_17  

http://www.civilwarteaser.blogspot.com Our own Corporal Swank 

http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewArticle.asp?

id=31792 

Article on the steamer the 49th was on 

http://18thindependentbatteryindianalightartillery.

weebly.com 

Great article on leather care 

http://thebalticforge.weebly.com/ Blacksmith—The Baltic Forge 

Camp Inspection 
 

Layout Plan for Inspection of  

Two Man Dog Tents 

 

1. Rifle Musket 

2. Cartridge Box & Sling 

3. Cap Box 

4. Waist Belt 

5. Bayonet & Scabbard 

6. Cleaning Equipment 

7. Canteen 

8. Haversack 

9. Plate 

10. Fork, Knife, & Spoon 

11. Cup 

12. Knapsack 

13. Greatcoat rolled 

(in season & if not worn) 

14. Personal items: 

 a. Hygiene Items 

 b. Writing Material 

 c. Candles 

 d. Small amount of food 

15. Additional Clothing 

16. Bedding folded 

17. Poncho (black down) 

Items 1-16 to be placed on  

the poncho 

 



FROM THE TRENCHES 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 

Scott Southerland has the following items for sale.  If you’re interested, please contact him directly at 

south61701@gmail.com  or  812 490-7671   
 
Officer’s Wall Tent - 11’ 7”L x 9’ 6”W x 6’ 6”H with 3’wall ht. Ropes w/tensioners, two upright poles.  

$175.00. 

 

Canvas Tarp – 11’ 6” x 11’ 6” with corner and side grommets.  Ropes w/tensioners, upright poles and 

ridge pole, 14 stakes.  Comes complete to set up.  Just bring your own mallet.  $150.00.  (New this 

would cost $270.00) 

 

Canvas Tarps (2) – 11’ 6” x 14’.  I used these as sides for the tarp above.  A steal at $50.00. 

Folding Wood Table – 30”L x 22”W x 30”H.  Easy to carry.  $75.00. 

 

Wooden Hardtack Box -  25.25”L x 18”W x 10.25”H.  “Washington D.C.” stenciled on side.  “50 lbs., 

Nett, Army Bread from Bent & Co. Milton, Mass, U.S. Sub Dept., Sept. 1862” stenciled on removable 

lid.    Rope handles for easy carry.  $60.00. 

 

Wooden Chest -  32”L x 14.75”W x 18”H (22”H at top of dome)   Hinged domed lid, metal handles, 

inside tray, inner compartments in lid, two closing latches, locking hasp with lock & two keys. $100.00. 

 

 

 
 

Want to make you voice heard?  Have 

something to share?   The newsletter wants 

your stuff!! We’re  always looking for pictures 

or info of members at 

work, rest or play.  Send 

a r t ,  p h o t o s , 

announcements, letters, 

opinions, articles or ads 

to the editor at:  

 

IVARGAS21@GMAIL.COM 

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? 
FOR SALE!! 
MUSKET CAPS & GUNPOWDER 

 
 1 lb. of Goex  

Powder : $17 per 

pound 

 

 1 Tin of 100 

caps : $10 per tin 
 

See the Captain 

For Purchase. 

mailto:south61701@gmail.com
mailto:IVARGAS21@GMAIL.COM


ITEMS FOR SALE 
 

Nancy Flanigan has the following items for sale.  

If you’re interested, please contact her directly 

at nancyflanigan@comcast.net 

 

 

Brogans, size 15, length 13” 

Purchased new in 2013 - $109 

Selling for $50 

  

Bayonet socket, 

Cost new $30, selling for $10 

  

Leather belt with US brass buckle 

Length 46 inches. 

Cost new is $35, selling for $15 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Grey Canteen 

Cost new $35, selling for $15 

  

Wool blanket 

Purchased new in 2013 - $40 

Selling for $20 

 

A—Tent 

Selling for $100 

  
  

mailto:nancyflanigan@comcast.net
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P h o to  m e m o r i e s
By R.H

HTTP://PHOTOMEMORIESBYRHAYS.ZENFOLIO.COM  

http://photomemoriesbyrhays.zenfolio.com/
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h o to  m e m o r i e s  
R.HAYS 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
By Ivan “Gucci” Vargas 

I had a lot of fun writing an article for Ted Rita 

and his famed Hesston Newspaper.  Not a lot 

of events create an newspaper just for the ree-

actors, and the fact that Ted does one demon-

strates the amount of affection he has for the 

49th Indiana and the Hesston Civil War event.   

Thanks Ted for letting me be a part of it.   

 

On the following pages is a copy of the Hesston 

Newspaper … for your pleasure! 

COMPANY FINANCIALS 

Powder 

Cans In 

Stock 

Caps In 

Stock 
Debit / Credit Balance Date Comment 

2 6   $2,435.49  5/14/2017 Reported at April / May Newsletter 

     $(50.00)  $2,385.49  5/30/2017 Donation from Joe Sharp to Hartford City 

    
 $100.00   $2,485.49  5/30/2017 

Donation from Jennings County Historical Society to 

49th Indiana 

  0  $60.00   $2,545.49  6/11/2017 6 Tins of Caps Sold @ $10 each = $60 

1   $16.00   $2,561.49  6/11/2017 1 Cans of Powder Sold @ $16 each = $16 

51  

 $(843.20)  $1,718.29  6/11/2017 
50 cans of powder.  Each case = $350/case, $32 

HazMat, $15.10 shipping, $24.50 tax.  $421.60 total 

per case / 25 = $16.84 / can   $421.60 x 2 = $843.20 

49   $32.00   $1,750.29  6/26/2017 2 Cans of Powder Sold @ $17 each = $34 

49 0   $1,750.29  7/1/2017 Reported at July Newsletter 
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CALENDAR

49th Indiana 2017 Schedule 

Cumberland Guard Annual Meeting Lutheran Hospital, 7950 W Jefferson Blvd, 
Fort Wayne, IN 

01/14/17 @ 10:30 am EST 

Army of the Wabash Meeting Shrine Club, 3671 N. Shrine Drive Muncie, 
IN 47303 

01/21/17 @ 2:00 pm 

49th Indiana Winter Meeting Shrine Club, 3671 N. Shrine Drive Muncie, 
IN 47303 

01/21/17 @ 6:00 pm 

Winter Spring Mill Mitchell,  IN 02/17/17 - 02/19/17 

How To Fair Greenwood Public Library 02/18/17 2:00p - 04:00p 

7th Annual Crossroads of America Civil 
War Show 

Beech Grove High School 03/31/2017 - 04/01/2017 

155th Shiloh Tennessee 04/06/17 - 04/09/17 

Sassafras Tea Festival Vernon, IN 04/21/17 - 04/23/17 

Hartford City   Hartford City, IN 05/12/17 - 05/14/17 

Spring Mill State Park Mitchell,  IN 06/09/17 - 06/11/17 

Battle of Hesston Junction LaPorte, IN 06/24/17 - 06/25/17 

Carmel Indiana 4th of July Parade Carmel, IN 7/4/2017 @ 10:00a 

Speedway American Legion 1926 Georgetown Road, Speedway, IN  
46224 

07/04/2017 @ 5:00p 

Charlton Park Hastings, MI 07/14/17 - 07/16/17 

Hale Farm Ohio 08/11/17 - 08/13/17 

Cascades Park (Optional) Jackson, MI 08/25/17 - 08/27/17 

Civil War Program for Kids Hancock Public Library Saturday 09/09/17 

Avon Washington Public Library Avon, IN 09/23/2017 11:00 - 3:30 

Lebanon Lincoln Days Lebanon, IN 09/29/17 - 10/01/17 

Piney Acres Fortville, IN 10/14/17 - 10/15/17 

Belzer Scout Camp Indianapolis, IN 10/20/17 - 10/22/17 
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NEXT EVENT INFORMATION: 

DATE & TIME 

July 4th, 10 am 

 

LOCATION 

Merchant’s Square 

2160 E 116th St, Carmel, IN 46032  

See the map for our exact location. 

We are unit #39 

 

PLEASE BRING 

Standard Gear 

 

 

Carmel Fest Parade 

Spring Mill State Park 

 INDY ELEVEN CARMELFEST PARADE RULES      

 
Organization name:  49th Indiana Co. F Civil War Re-enactment Company 

You are unit #:  39 

  

As the parade approaches the MEDIAN at 126th Street and Rangeline Road, the parade units will be directed by a 

Parade Marshal to divide.  EVEN number units will travel on the RIGHT and ODD number units will travel on 

the LEFT side of the median.  At the new roundabout at 126th and Rangeline Road, you will continue on the left and 
right. At the end of the median and roundabout, units will once again form a single line and travel down the center-

line of the street. 

  

All units must maintain 2.0 mph (marching speed).   Keep a good pace.  Signs will be posted prior to the review 
stand so that you can be prepared to perform; however your performance must continually move forward.  NO 

STOPPING TO PERFORM!  The Review Stand will be located in front of the former Shapiro’s Deli at 918 S. Range Line 

Road, on the west side of the street.  The parade will be videotaped and will be shown on local Carmel channels. 

 

1.        We will, at all times, attempt to maintain a maximum 30 foot interval between units . . . no gaps in the parade. 

2.       Please see the attached rules regarding candy distribution. 

3.       Do not stop to perform! NO EXCEPTION! 

4.       There will be no squirt guns or water guns. 

5.       All units must be as described in your parade application or you will not be able to participate.  This is a G-

rated family event! 

6.       Your unit must be pre-registered for the event and approved by the CarmelFest Parade Committee. 

All units except bands and large units (we will let you know if you are a large unit) will enter the staging area from 

the south end of Merchants Square off 116th Street and be directed to your staging area by the parade mar-

shals.  Do not enter from Carmel Drive.  This causes much confusion and backing up of large vehicles 

Bands will stage at the Carmel Marketplace (Fountains) at 502 E. Carmel Drive. 

Large units will enter and stage directly on Carmel Drive. 
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Unit numbers are assigned and your staging area is located on the enclosed map.  Check in will be done by the 

parade marshal in your section.  The parade marshal will give you your unit number placard which must be dis-

played on the front left of the vehicle or unit.  This number will be used by the TV commentators to identify your 

unit.  The parade marshal will also review these rules with you.  All participants must complete and sign a Waiver Re-

lease Form prior to participation in the parade.  These forms will be picked up by the parade marshal the morning of 

the parade.  The Waiver Release Form can be found on the Parade Registration page of our web-

site, www.carmelfest.net, under events select Parade, the link is on the right.  I recommend bringing some for last 

minute people that join your unit. 

  

Shuttle vans will be available at the southwest corner of Carmel High School between door 7 and 8, to re-

turn individuals to Merchants Square during the entire parade (running approximately every 15 minutes.) Carmel 

Police will be available to escort large units back to MCL, only at the end of the parade (approximately 12:30 p.m) 
  

The parade will start promptly at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, July 4th, rain or shine.  If your unit is to be judged, be in 

place by 8:30 a.m., otherwise, no later than 10:00 in line, ready to go, or you will be scratched.  We are attempting 

to limit the parade to 90 minutes.  Please operate your vehicles in a safe manner.  Let’s have a fun day and enjoy 

the parade! 

  

  
CANDY DISTRIBUTION 

  

It does not look like there will be a painted line down the street. So PRETEND there is a line one foot from the curb. 

We are working through with the street department providing barricades at the 2 roundabouts and at the Rangeline 

Main street corner. You may pass candy over any barricades we get. 

I am thankful we started the rule that those distribution candy must be 15 or older, especially in light of the 7 year-old 

child that was run over in New Castle last month. 

Candy may be distributed this year. 

There will be an imaginary candy line down both sides of the street. Children must be behind this line to get candy. If 

they are not behind the line, DO NOT GIVE THEM CANDY! 

Candy must be handed, not thrown. This means you will need walkers down both sides to distribute candy. 

People distributing candy must be 15 or older. This is very important. Children will still try to cross the candy line to get 

to the walkers. Walkers under the age of 15 get overwhelmed by these children. 

We recommend a sturdy container for your candy. Plastic bags tend to tear and drop candy in the middle of the 

road. 

If your walker drops candy in the street, please pick it up! This is a huge safety issue. 

The police and fire department will be enforcing these rules. Violations will result in being banned from future pa-

rades. 

Please do not feel obligated to distribute candy if you cannot comply with these rules. 
IMPORTANT CHANGE FOR LARGE WALKING ENTRIES. 

There will be a limit of 25 walking participants per unit. 

Clubs for dance, cheer, athletics, etc must limit their participants! If you are distributing candy we will allow another 

10 walkers that are 15 or older 

 

  

 

http://www.carmelfest.net/
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NEXT EVENT INFORMATION 

 

Charlton Park Civil War Muster 

Hastings, Michigan 

 

DATE AND TIME 

July 15,16 2017 

 

LOCATION 

2545 Charlton Park Road 

Hastings , MI 49058  

 

PLEASE BRING 

Standard Gear and Traps 

 

WEBSITE 

http://www.charltonpark.org/ 
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49TH INDIANA COMPANY F 

C/O ROBERT VAN 

6085 WALNUT COURT 

BROWNSBURG, IN 46112 

U.S.A 

 

Rob Van, Captain 

T: 317.557.2244  

E: ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

Greg Swank, Recruiter 

T: 765.404.1603  

E: GREG.SWANK@GMAIL.COM 

 

Ivan Vargas, Editor 

T: 317.997.0864 

E: IVARGAS21@HOTMAIL.COM 

The 49th Indiana is seeking individuals who have an interest in the Civil War and 

a willingness to portray the life of a Union Soldier 

 

Meet The Members - Contact us by phone or email, or simply visit us at one of 

our upcoming events and let us know you're interested. 

 

Acquiring Equipment - We do not expect new members to purchase all of their 

equipment at once.  Start slowly, and ask other members for advice on where 

to purchase your basic uniform.  We allow new members a year to fully equip 

themselves.  Under some circumstances we can offer to loan gear to those 

wanting to test out the hobby before they spend too much money. 

 

Become a Member - Once you have attended a few events, attained all of 

your necessary gear, and paid your yearly dues, you will have become a full 

member! 

 

If you are interested in joining, please feel free to contact us or  

visit us at one of our upcoming events. 

 

 

 

2012 © Copyright 49TH Indiana Company F  

All rights are reserved. Any reproduction or modification, of all or part of this 

publication, regardless of the method of reproduction or modification used and 

regardless of the carrier used, is strictly prohibited, unless written authorization by 

49TH Indiana Company F has been obtained beforehand. Those acting in 

breach of this notice expose themselves to criminal and civil prosecution, in 

accordance with the international conventions and copyright laws. 

 

www.49thindiana.com 

 

49th Indian a Company F  

49th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Co. F 

The Premier Central Indiana Civil War Reenacting Unit 

Established in 1974 
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