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THE VOICE OF THE 49TH INDIANA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY COMPANY F 

VOLUME 45  |  ISSUE 3 

The mission of the 49th Indiana, Company F is 

to preserve Indiana’s Civil War heritage and 

to educate the public, as living historians, 

about the vital role the events of the civil war 

played in directing the course of our nation. 

 

The 49th Indiana, Company F is Indiana’s 

oldest and largest nonprofit organization 

devoted to portraying life during the 

American Civil War. Since 1974, we have 

represented Indiana’s civil war heritage in 

movies and documentaries, for newspapers 

and TV, and at schools, museums and 

reenactments across the US. For more 

information, please contact Greg Swank at 

765-404-1603 or visit our website at http://

www.49thindiana.com.  The Rank & File is the 

membership magazine of the 49th Indiana 

Company F.   

49TH INDIANA COMPANY F 
 

Rob Van, Captain 

T: 317.557.2244  

E: ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

 

Greg Swank, Recruiter 

T: 765.404.1603  

E: GREG.SWANK@GMAIL.COM 

 

Ivan G. Vargas, Editor 

T: 317.997.0864 

E: IVARGAS21@HOTMAIL.COM 

A founding member of the “Army of the Wabash” 

 

A founding member of the “Cumberland Guard” 

Rank & File 

FIELD STAFF FOR THE 2017 SEASON  

CAPTAIN 

 ROB VAN 

 
1ST SERGEANT 

 IAN FULFORD 

 
2ND SERGEANT 

 ROBBIE VAN 

 
CORPORALS (2 STRIPE WEARING, 1 BREVET) 

 ANTHONY WYROBEK 

 LOGAN BANKS 

 COWBOY BOB 

http://www.49thindiana.com
http://www.49thindiana.com
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M embership dues 

are due at the 

beginning of every 

year. If you write a 

check, please 

make it payable to “Robert Van”, NOT 

“49th Indiana” 

 

$15 : Membership with eNewsletter  

$20 : Family Membership with eNews-

letter  

 

Send payment (check preferred) to : 

49th Indiana 

C/o Rob Van 

6085 Walnut Court 

Brownsburg, IN 46112 

 

Questions? The Captain can be 

reached at: 

 ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

 317.557.2244 (m) 

COMPANY DUES  

Find us on the Internet 
 

49THINDIANA.COM 
THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE 49TH INDIANA CO. F 

YOU CAN ALSO F IND US AT :  

FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/49THINDIANA  

PAY YOUR DUES VIA PAYPAL   

SUBMIT TO ROBERT_R_VAN@YAHOO.COM 

    

@49THINDIANA  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/49thIndiana/


In my emails which have substituted for ‘mini-

newsletters’ I already covered Shiloh and 

Vernon, so I’ll focus just on Hartford City as well 

as the upcoming event at Spring Mill. 

 

We were fortunate to have great weather for 

Hartford City.  I arrived Thursday night shortly 

after Mark Benning and we both set up after 

an extended period of time.  I think Mark was 

delayed because he had about 5 people’s 

worth of gear in his van, and I was simply mov-

ing slow. 

 

Although they always want more, I think the 

school day was well attended and was an im-

provement from last year.  After the various 

presentations, we had a small skirmish with the 

Rebs which the students seemed to enjoy.  Af-

ter the school day we spent some time focus-

ing on how we were going to handle the Ellen 

Show taping.  Thanks to Ethan Cox for doing 

everything possible to make that as smooth as 

possible.  In the end, Macey (the small girl) ba-

sically showed up in our camp with little ad-

vance warning.  We marched out to the field 

and did a few evolutions and firings.  Thankfully 

our volleys were about the best we had that 

weekend when Macey provided the firing com-

mands.  After viewing the video I would say the 

folks at the show did a good job of capturing 

the event in a positive manner. 

 

Our attendance was simply outstanding, and 

we had the pleasure of seeing Beau Cunning-

ham and Rich Anderson for two events back to 

back.  We also saw returning new recruit Eric 

Crossman as well as a host of other new recruits.  

I’d like to personally thank Dennis Curtis and 

Greg Swank for being so willing to share their 

gear to get these folks in a position to partici-

pate.  Also thanks to the NCOs for drilling the 

new recruits. 

Over the weekend we made a bit of an im-

promptu decision to support the event by buy-

ing a significant amount of musket raffle tickets 

(proceeds which go to Hartford City).  We won 

the piece, and will be 

using it in our recruit-

ing efforts. 

 

Next up Spring Mill…I 

should be there some-

time Friday.  I look for-

ward to seeing all of 

you, please drive safe. 

 

Captain Van 

A LETTER FROM THE CAPTAIN 

MESSAGE FROM HEADQUARTERS 
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COMPANY FINANCIALS 

Powder 

Cans In 

Stock 

Caps In 

Stock 
Debit / Credit Balance Date Comment 

16 39   $2,066.49  4/1/2017 Reported at April 2017 Newsletter 

2   $224.00   $2,290.49  5/14/2017 14 Cans of Powder Sold @ $16 each = $224 

  6  $330.00   $2,620.49  5/14/2017 33 Tins of Caps Sold @ $10 each = $330 

   $50.00   $2,670.49  5/14/2017 Donation by Joe Sharp to Hartford City 

   $(250.00)  $2,420.49  5/14/2017 Raffle Ticket Purchase for Musket 

     $15.00   $2,435.49  5/14/2017 2017 Individual Dues ($15 ea) :  David Fulkes 

2 6   $2,435.49  5/14/2017 Reported at May Newsletter 

450 W Ohio St, Indianapolis, IN 46202  



FROM THE TRENCHES 

MADISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE 

 
They meet on the third Monday each month except July, August, and December at 7 p.m. at the 

Madison County History Center, 15 West 11th Street, in downtown Anderson. 

 

6/19 - TBA 

No meeting in July 

No meeting in August 

9/18 - Tony Roscetti, "Acoustic Shadows" 

10/16 - TBA 

11/20 - "Filling the Ranks" 

 

INDIANAPOLIS CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE 

 
They meet at the Indiana Historical Society Auditorium on the second Monday of every month.  

 

June 12 Backstage at the Lincoln Assassination: The Untold Story of the Actors and Stagehands 

  at Ford's Theatre—Thomas Bogar 

Want to make you voice heard?  Have 

something to share?   The newsletter wants 

your stuff!! We’re  always looking for pictures 

or info of members at 

work, rest or play.  Send 

a r t ,  p h o t o s , 

announcements, letters, 

opinions, articles or ads 

to the editor at:  

 

IVARGAS21@GMAIL.COM 

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? 
FOR SALE!! 
MUSKET CAPS & GUNPOWDER 

 
 1 lb. of Goex  

Powder : $16 per 

pound 

 

 1 Tin of 100 

caps : $10 per tin 
 

See the Captain 

For Purchase. 

mailto:IVARGAS21@GMAIL.COM
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THOUGHTS ON SHILOH 

Before we arrived at the reenactment, Ian, Lo-

gan and I stopped at the Shiloh battlefield, 

which is a national park. It was my first time 

there, and I did a little research beforehand to 

better understand the area and the effect it 

had on the battle. During the time we were 

there, we went over the entire battlefield, and 

tried to trace the movements of both sides and 

to make sense of how the battle progressed. 

Here are some things I noticed while there.  

 

The terrain at Shiloh was interesting in two re-

spects. First, it is rugged. Aside from the scat-

tered farm steads and fields, the area is riddled 

with gullies, ravines, ridges, bogs and congested 

woods. Whether advancing or retreating, move-

ment would have been difficult and quickly ex-

hausting. Even when the troops encountered a 

road, it wouldn’t help much since the roads 

bend and curve and crisscross in a confusing 

pattern. In fact, even with detailed maps and 

road signs, I found myself turned around more 

than once.  

 

The second was the visibility. Walking through 

these places, I could see that the soldiers could 

see very little beyond their immediate area. 

Throw in the morning fog and the smoke from 

the battle itself, and it would have resulted in 

very little ability for unit commanders above the 

regimental level to understand the situation and 

for the soldiers themselves to see what they 

were shooting at or who was shooting at them. 

In fact, this is remarked upon in several ac-

counts. The soldiers moved blindly and fought 

blindly.  

 

The battlefield itself is small. Very small, consider-

ing the number of participants, and it only got 

worse as the battle went on since the battlefield 

is somewhat funneled-shape. I walked the 

ground where the final Union line was estab-

lished on the evening of the first day. The Army 

of the Tennessee, or what was left of it, had 

been pushed up against its namesake river with 

no real options. No retreat was possible. There 

were perhaps 25,000 exhausted, frightened and 

confused men jammed into an area not much 

bigger than Lucas Oil Stadium. It must have 

been sheer pandemonium.  

 

The last interesting feature was the ravine where 

the last Confederate attack occurred. Looking 

at the ground, it could have only been sheer 

desperation that would make them attack 

across that ground. From the Union line at the 

edge, it’s a steep descent down to the stream 

that leads out to the river. At the time of the bat-

tle, the river was in flood and there was water 

backed up into the ravine. Also, since the river 

was up, the Union gunboats were at the level of 

the stream. So, the Confederates were trying to 

cross a flooded stream and climb a steep rise 

while not only under fire from the Union troops 

directly above them, but also from the gun-

By Scott Lawalin 



49TH INDIANA COMPANY F      

9 

boats, who opened a deadly 

crossfire of balls that could, and 

did, mow down men in rows. Why 

any rational commander would 

think that an attack there had any 

chance of success is beyond com-

prehension.  

 

Overall, I found Shiloh extremely 

interesting. No doubt due to its re-

mote location, there has been very 

little development of the land in 

and around the park, meaning that 

the area likely looks very similar to 

how it did 150 years ago. Compare 

that to Fredericksburg, where the town’s growth 

over the years has nearly engulfed the original 

battlefield. It’s definitely worth a trip to visit.  
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    Good Morning/Afternoon/Evening/Night 

everyone!  What a way to start off the season, 

for me at least.  The Shiloh Battlefield is always 

one of my favorites to visit, as it’s off the beaten 

path and doesn’t have a lot of modern intru-

sion.  The trip down with Scott, Logan, and Javy 

was rather eventful in conversation and une-

ventful in driving, which is good.  Made it down 

to Shiloh early enough to be able to spend 

some time on the battlefield, walking the Hor-

net’s Nest, seeing where Albert Sidney Johnston 

was mortally wounded, and walking through 

the National Cemetery to name a few.  The 

weather was absolutely gorgeous that day and 

for the rest of the weekend for that matter. 

 

    After all that walking we decided to visit the 

Corner BBQ & More, we had happened across 

a flyer in Shiloh Church and man was it some 

good eating.  We even played some cornhole 

while listening to some music the waitress pro-

vided.  We were supposed to say Go Vols or 

something like that, but we felt that would be 

letting down Dennis and Anthony, so of course 

we had to go with Roll Tide. 

 

    The event itself went pretty well, as I men-

tioned the weather was beautiful, had lots of 

ground to camp, war battle, and march on.  For 

me the strangest thing was seeing how un-

aggressive The Confederates were, not sure if 

it’s because we’re used to facing the 44th Ten-

nessee or what, but it seemed rather difficult to 

get them engaged.  The comradery was great, 

the funnel cakes, whew I could go on about 

those for hours they were so good.  The most 

memorable moments for 

me were the hanging in 

camp, singing the Battle 

Cry of Freedom at the 

dance over the band,  the 

walk back after the dance 

and the little kid jumping 

out in the spooky forest 

and then subsequently al-

most being judo chopped 

by one Logan Banks.    The 

kid had no idea who he 

was dealing with.  Oh and 

Ivan being wounded 15 

times in one battle, I’ve 

never seen one filled with 

such love for the Union to 

persevere through such try-

ing times! 
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     Wanted to give a shout out to all the new re-

cruits and the veterans who helped out at Hart-

ford City!  Had a great turnout and even with all 

the new recruits think that the weekend went 

pretty well.  Big props to Anthony, Dennis, Mark, 

and Connor for spending time working with 

them.  I would be remiss to also say big props to 

Captain Van for not going full Captain Van on 

them. Looking forward to the month of June, we 

have the first full event at Spring Mill down in 

Mitchell, IN.  We were down there in February for 

the winter tactical, and am really looking for-

ward to the weekend in June.  Glad, that we 

are able to use the property for an event and 

curious to see how it works out being expanded 

with artillery and such.   We then finish off the 

month with Hesston, our annual rite of passage 

riding the trains and then 

riding them a little more.  

Hope y’all have safe trav-

els! 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

 

 

1st Sgt. Ian Fulford 
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P h o to  m e m o r i e s
By R.H

HTTP://PHOTOMEMORIESBYRHAYS.ZENFOLIO.COM  

http://photomemoriesbyrhays.zenfolio.com/
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h o to  m e m o r i e s  
R.HAYS 



Volume 45 Issue 3 

14 

CALENDAR

49th Indiana Potential 2017 Schedule 

Cumberland Guard Annual Meeting 
Luthern Hospital, 7950 W Jefferson 
Blvd, Fort Wayne, IN 

01/14/17 @ 10:30 am EST 

Army of the Wabash Meeting 
Shrine Club, 3671 N. Shrine Drive 
Muncie, IN 47303 

01/21/17 @ 2:00 pm 

49th Indiana Winter Meeting 
Shrine Club, 3671 N. Shrine Drive 
Muncie, IN 47303 

01/21/17 @ 6:00 pm 

Winter Spring Mill Mitchell,  IN 02/17/17 - 02/19/17 

How To Fair Greenwood Public Library 02/18/17 2:00p - 04:00p 

155th Shiloh Brownsburg, IN 04/06/17 - 04/09/17 

Sassafras Tea Festival Vernon, IN 04/21/17 - 04/23/17 

Hartford City   Hartford City, IN 05/12/17 - 05/14/17 

Spring Mill State Park Mitchell,  IN 06/10/17 - 06/12/17 

Battle of Hesston Junction LaPorte, IN 06/24/17 - 06/25/17 

Charlton Park Hastings, MI 07/14/17 - 07/16/17 

Hale Farm Ohio 08/11/17 - 08/13/17 

Cascades Park (OPTIONAL  EVENT) Jackson, MI 08/25/17 - 08/27/17 

Civil War Program for Kids Hancock Public Library Saturday 09/09/17 

Avon Washington Public Library Avon, IN 09/23/2017 11:00 - 3:30 

Lebanon Lincoln Days Lebanon, IN 09/29/17 - 10/01/17 

Piney Acres Fortville, IN 10/14/17 - 10/15/17 

Belzer Scout Camp Indianapolis, IN 10/20/17 - 10/22/17 

49th Indiana Potential 2018 Schedule 

Brandenburg Brandenburg, KY 07/06/18 - 07/08/16 



49TH INDIANA COMPANY F      

15 

49th Indiana Company F. Webpage:  

 http://www.49thindiana.com 

 

49th Indiana Company F. Facebook page:  

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/49thIndiana  

WEB LINKS OF INTEREST 

Other Interesting Sites :   

http://www.zipcon.net/~silas/links.htm#N_17  

http://www.civilwarteaser.blogspot.com Our own Corporal Swank 

http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewArticle.asp?

id=31792 

Article on the steamer the 49th was on 

http://18thindependentbatteryindianalightartillery.

weebly.com 

Great article on leather care 

http://thebalticforge.weebly.com/ Blacksmith—The Baltic Forge 

Camp Inspection 
 

Layout Plan for Inspection of  

Two Man Dog Tents 

 

1. Rifle Musket 

2. Cartridge Box & Sling 

3. Cap Box 

4. Waist Belt 

5. Bayonet & Scabbard 

6. Cleaning Equipment 

7. Canteen 

8. Haversack 

9. Plate 

10. Fork, Knife, & Spoon 

11. Cup 

12. Knapsack 

13. Greatcoat rolled 

(in season & if not worn) 

14. Personal items: 

 a. Hygiene Items 

 b. Writing Material 

 c. Candles 

 d. Small amount of food 

15. Additional Clothing 

16. Bedding folded 

17. Poncho (black down) 

Items 1-16 to be placed on  

the poncho 
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NEXT EVENT INFORMATION: 

DATE & TIME 

June 9,10,11 

 

LOCATION 

Spring Mill State Park  

3333 State Road 60 East  

Mitchell, IN 47446 

Lawrence 

Phone: (812) 849-3534 

 

PLEASE BRING 

Standard Gear 

 

 

Civil War Summer Battle 

Spring Mill State Park 
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NEXT EVENT INFORMATION 
Civil War Railroad Days 

Hesston Steam Museum 

DATE AND TIME: 

June 23, 24, 25, 2017 

 

LOCATION: 

1201 E 1000 N, La Porte, IN 46350 

 

DIRECTIONS 

Take I-94 to Exit 1, south to "County Road 1000 North".  Or take the Indiana 

toll road to Exit 49, north on 139 to "County Road 1000 North" and watch 

for our billboard. 

 

PLEASE BRING 

Standard Gear and Traps 

 

WEBSITE 

http://www.hesston.org/events/civilwardays.html 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Museum Grounds open at 11:30am CDT. Civil war displays and encamp-

ments are available for viewing. 

 

Trains start running and reenactments begin at 12:00pm (noon) until 

5:00pm CDT  
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49TH INDIANA COMPANY F 

C/O ROBERT VAN 

6085 WALNUT COURT 

BROWNSBURG, IN 46112 

U.S.A 

 

Rob Van, Captain 

T: 317.557.2244  

E: ROBERT.R.VAN@GMAIL.COM 

Greg Swank, Recruiter 

T: 765.404.1603  

E: GREG.SWANK@GMAIL.COM 

 

Ivan Vargas, Editor 

T: 317.997.0864 

E: IVARGAS21@HOTMAIL.COM 

The 49th Indiana is seeking individuals who have an interest in the Civil War and 

a willingness to portray the life of a Union Soldier 

 

Meet The Members - Contact us by phone or email, or simply visit us at one of 

our upcoming events and let us know you're interested. 

 

Acquiring Equipment - We do not expect new members to purchase all of their 

equipment at once.  Start slowly, and ask other members for advice on where 

to purchase your basic uniform.  We allow new members a year to fully equip 

themselves.  Under some circumstances we can offer to loan gear to those 

wanting to test out the hobby before they spend too much money. 

 

Become a Member - Once you have attended a few events, attained all of 

your necessary gear, and paid your yearly dues, you will have become a full 

member! 

 

If you are interested in joining, please feel free to contact us or  

visit us at one of our upcoming events. 

 

 

 

2012 © Copyright 49TH Indiana Company F  

All rights are reserved. Any reproduction or modification, of all or part of this 

publication, regardless of the method of reproduction or modification used and 

regardless of the carrier used, is strictly prohibited, unless written authorization by 

49TH Indiana Company F has been obtained beforehand. Those acting in 

breach of this notice expose themselves to criminal and civil prosecution, in 

accordance with the international conventions and copyright laws. 

 

www.49thindiana.com 

 

49th Indian a Company F  

49th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Co. F 

The Premier Central Indiana Civil War Reenacting Unit 

Established in 1974 
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